
Mechanical Engineering Competitiveness Cluster
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� ViaMéca : a French competitiveness 
cluster
It means ViaMéca brings together :

• Companies (SMEs and groups),
• Research centres (public and private ones),
• Educational establishments

with the aim of accelerating innovation in the with the aim of accelerating innovation in the 
mechanical field and enabling the emergence of 
innovative collaborative projects.

� ViaMéca : a real potential
• 6 regions from the center part of France
• 4 000 enterprises
• 235 000 employees (more than 20 % of the 

French mechanical workforce)
• 2 500 researchers
• Large industrial groups
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ViaMéca’s partners :

3 Universities

7 Engineering Schools

3 Technical centers

60 Laboratories
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ViaMéca – More than 150 industrial partners :ViaMéca - More than 150 industrial members

- More than 240 companies involved in ViaMéca’s actions



ViaMéca’s strategy
To become the world reference for 

special mechanical products 
on the machine, vehicle and structural assembly markets.

Means : Technological partnerships
• R&D Projects• R&D Projects
• New technology development
• Patent exploitation

Strategic direction :
Creating partnerships around the value 
chain by positioning ViaMéca’s member 
companies and seeking complementarities, 
in particular on the international level. 
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• Intelligence of robotic 
systems (machines, 
vehicles ...)
• Interactive and 
communicating systems
• Mecatronics
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Europe

- Member of Manufuture

• European technological platform

• European lobbying

World

- International Technological 
Partnerships with Russia

- European partner for R&D 
collaborative projects

• FP7

• PRO INNO EUROPE

- European partner cluster in:

- Participation to international 
Trade fairs & Congresses

• Teqnopolis & R2B (IT) 
• Hannover Messe & Lasys (D)
• Expoarms & Metallobrabotka (Ru)

- Delegations reception in 
France
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� 240 companies involved in 
ViaMéca’s actions. � 17 collective actions

launched since the 
beginning (2005) 
– including 2 
European projects –, 
involving 372 companies 
for a global budget 

� 161 labeled projects including 80 
funded projects representing a budget of 
95 million euros : for a global budget 

of 8 M €
95 million euros :

� 59 M € - Companies, technical centers, 
laboratories
� 4,8 M € - FUI (Single Interministerial 
Fund)
� 11 M € - National Research Agency 
(ANR)
� 10 M € - Territorial / local authorities
� 6 M € - OSEO (French Agency for 
Innovation)
� 4,5 M € - others (ERDF…)

� 240 entities working on these 161 
labeled projects :
� 102 SMEs (< 2.000 employees)
� 25 groups (> 2.000 employees)
� 88 laboratories and schools
� 25 technical centers and diffusion 
organizations.



2009 : R&D projects2009 : R&D projects

• 40 projects labeled : representing 90 Millions d’€
– 14 ANR, 13 FUI, 8 OSEO, 5 Loc & Terr authorities

• 20 funded projects
– 48.6 Millions d’€
– 5 ANR, 4 FUI, 8 OSEO, 3 Loc & Terr authorities– 5 ANR, 4 FUI, 8 OSEO, 3 Loc & Terr authorities

• 87 organizations worling on these 20 funded projects :
– 17 Groups
– 32 SMEs < 2000
– 38 Laboratories & Technical centers



Dealing with the technological thematic 
“Intelligent systems & Robotics “





Objective: to develop a deep-hole drilling techniqu e without any polluting lubrication 
(ecological production) and with productivity three  times higher than the current 

techniques
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Cylinder heads: 
Aluminum alloys Injectors: 

Stainless steel

Crankshafts: 
treated steels

Users in region Auvergne
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To design an autonomous platform able to move at high-speed in 
an irregular natural environment
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International R&D

M. Philippe BERTRAND

p.bertrand@viameca.fr

International Relations

Ms. Emilie FAVIER

efavier@enise.fr

For more informations : www.viaméca.fr

Industrial federator Mecatronics

M. Arnaud BOCQUILLON

arnaud.bocquillon@ensil.unilim.fr


